NOBEL
Finland, but only on a visit. Things did not take a turn for the
better until 1863, when Alfred came to Stockholm ; like his brother
before him he stayed with'his old parents. It was in that year that
Alfred made his first important discovery, of which we shall have
more to say later; it was a mixture of gunpowder ami nitro-
glycerine, whereby the explosive power of gunpowder was con-
siderably increased. On the 14th October, 1863, the Hoard of
Trade grante,d him a ten years' patent " to manufacture this
kind of gunpowder/' This was followed shortly afterwards by an
exceedingly important improvement for which he received a patent
on the I5th July, 1864. Then, and not till then, a factory was
built at Heleneborg. In 1864 Nobel rented a neighbouring building
from the burgomaster, and in this the first experiments were carried
out. The new workshop was really a laboratory rather than a
factory, the output being quite trivial. Apart from Immunuel
and Afred Nobel, the staff consisted only of a single engineer, a boy
and a maid, and of Emil Nobel, who had been a student at Upsala
since the spring of 1864, and who happened to work in the labora-
tory during the summer.
On the 3rd September the great tragedy occurred. On that
morning the new workshop blew up and destroyed Kniil Nobel,
Hertzman, the mechanic, the boy, the maid, and a workman who
happened to be passing at the time.
This disaster completely broke Nobel; one month later, on the
6th October, he had a stroke from which he never recovered. It is
true that his condition improved, but he never regained his former
capacity for work. In April, 1865, he was able to write a letter to
Alfred in pencil, in which he stated that he believed he Mt his
power to move his hands and feet was beginning to return, " but
before I can walk and move by myself, I shall not venture to think
of going to take the waters anywhere, for that is far too expensive/'
In the same letter his wife wrote to say that he could not stand or
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